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CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

 
The Thoroughbred Supporters Group (SA) code of conduct outlines behaviours that 
are expected of every person involved with the group as well as identify the types of 
behaviours that will not be tolerated.  
In all equestrian sports, the horse must be considered paramount. Horses and 
competitors must be fit, competent and in good health before they are allowed to 
compete. At no time horses considered to be of a low body score will be allowed to 
enter the ring and will be up to the judges discretion on the day. The misuse of aids 
will not be tolerated and competitors will be asked to leave the ring. 
 
As a competitor, competitors acknowledge and agree to the following –  
 

- The inclusion of every person regardless of their gender, sexual orientation, 
race, culture or religion 

- Opportunities for people of all abilities to participate in any event held by the 
Thoroughbred Support Group (SA)  and allowed to develop to their full 
potential with support and encouragement. 

- The respect towards others, the organisers, founding member and other 
members of the Thoroughbred Support Group (SA) 

- The elimination of violent and abusive behaviour 
- Appropriate use of social media of any time, any site or any page 
- Participants refrain from any form of harassment towards others. 

 
Breaches of the Code of Conduct 
 
Sanctions will be imposed for any in breach of the above one enough evidence has 
has been provided that a breach has occured. Breaches include but are not limited 
to 

1. Failure to comply with the rules of the group 
2. Disrespecting any one involved with the group, in addition to hosting clubs / 

association of events. 
3. Disrespecting the decisions and / or event officials 
4. Failure to follow the request of officials or judges 
5. Bribing or attempting to bribe judges and other officials 
6. Defame the group – including via the use of social media. 
7. Conduct which may cause harm to the groups reputation 
8. Behaviour or language which may be considered offensive 
9. Mi-representation of a a horse or rider’s identity 
10.  Harassment of other participants 
11.  Discrimination against other participants 
12. Victimisation of other members 
13. Failure to maintain a safe environment 
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14. Cruelty to a horse in the following manner 
- To whip or beat a horse excessively 
- To subject a horse to any kind of electric shock 
- To use spurs, or to jab a horse in the mouth with a bit excessively 
- to mount, attempt to mount or ride, an obviously exhausted, lame or 

injured horse 
- to ‘rap’ a horse anywhere on the grounds of an event; 
- excessive lunging (if you need to lunge a horse for an hour solid, buy a 

horse you can handle) 
- to leave a horse without adequate food, drink and exercise. 
- The use of any banned substance in line with current EA rules. 

 
Reporting a Breach 
 
If you genuinely feel that a breach has occurred, we want to hear it. Concerns can be 
emailed to nichol-gunn@outlook.com and should be raised within 24 hours of event. 
 
1st breach – verbal warning 
2nd breach – letter to the participant 
3rd breach – Ban for the rest of the financial year 
4th breach – Banned for life. 
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